


Innovative solution 
from ONELAN 
delivers improved 
communications for 
cutting edge school 
Dane Court Grammar School

ONELAN Net-Top-Boxes 
supply a ‘visual feast’ 
at Dartford’s specialist 
maths and computing 
girls school
Wilmington Girls’ Grammar School

Multi-site display 
communication solution
A well-equipped modern school with over 

70 staff, providing facilities which are second 

to none in the district, needed to unite their 

communication between three buildings; East 

Wing housing the upper school, Central Block 

housing the reception area and the West Wing 

where the junior school is situated. The school 

were using paper-based noticeboards, which 

weren’t really looked at and information quickly 

became out of date, resulting in lack of control.

The appointed reseller, had to choose a Digital 

Signage Solution that would be scalable, allow 

creative layouts and be simple-to-use for 

designated users. They recommended a solution 

that involved three ONELAN Net-Top-Boxes 

(NTB). Due to the scalability of the product it 

allowed one NTB in each of the buildings to be 

connected to each other on their own network. 

The Publisher NTB was updated with different 

communication messages and the other two 

replicated the message in Subscriber form. 

Examples of the messages shown include

Sports day results,  

Entries for a talent show,  

Urgent internal information 

A daily programme of events.  

Strategically placed LCD screens, meant 

that anybody walking through the site 

would pass at least one of the screens. 

Often when new technology is introduced, it 

takes a little while to really get to grips with it. 

Initially the overriding comment from the staff 

was ‘What’s the point?’ The answer was easy:

Simplicity
Intuitive layout and comprehensive training  

of staff meant they picked it up quickly and 

started using it straightaway.

Ad-hoc customisation allowed the receptionist  

to update the scrolling text whilst IT 

maintained control over scheduling.

Flexibility
The templates with 6 Zones allowed  

multiple media options to be shown.

Within these Zones different departments  

could announce news/show images as 

mentioned above.

John Lycett, School Procurement Manager, is 

delighted that the school is seen to be leading 

the way in 21st Century communication with their 

students. When asked to sum up the impact of the 

system on the school, John comments, “In the 11 

years I have been at the school this system has had 

the biggest single impact on anything I’ve done”

Multiple message solution 
Wilmington Girls’ Grammar School prides itself 

on its long tradition of academic excellence and 

all-round achievement. Their motto ‘The Pursuit 

of Excellence’ indicates precisely what they 

wanted to achieve when they decided to improve 

their method of communication to staff, pupils and 

parents. Maggie Bolton, Head teacher wanted a 

statement in the foyer “To refl ect their expertise in 

the fi eld of technology” and to move away from the 

lack of control over paper-based notice boards.

The appointed reseller decided upon ONELAN’s 

Net-Top-Boxes (NTBs) because they were key to:

Displaying different media inputs 

Receiving free-to-air 

Retrieving free ticker-tape 

Being controlled by designated users 

Planning communication messages 

Flexible content 
The installation agreed was to mount four 

32” screens on each side of the foyer, and 

set up two NTBs that would drive two pairs 

of screens. The content was divided 

up between the two NTBs into ‘Today’s 

information’ and ‘This Week’s Information’. 

Examples of Todays News were: 

Students’ house meeting times  

Student council news  

Cafeteria menu 

Weekly content included: 

Photo libraries of school trips  

and drama productions

Live news during lunchtime 

Popular choice 
Within two days of the installation there were 

three pages of suggestions hanging outside the 

Headmistresses offi ce, there is now a calendar 

of development that is being rolled out over 

the coming months. Maggie Bolton did not 

underestimate the impact it had on everyone 

“We have created a visual feast, something in 

which the whole school wants to be involved”.

Refl ecting 
expertise in 
the fi eld of 
technology”

“

Net-Top-Box is really simple to use. 
Our staff picked it up very quickly”

“
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Creating impactful 
consistent messages 
Starting back in 1996, phase one of the 

campaign, known as Fuel Zone, saw the 

refurbishment of dining halls to create a vibrant, 

colourful environment that offered menus to suit 

the tastes of Glasgow’s students. Phase two 

focused on the promotion of healthy eating, 

with new menus introduced and an innovative 

web based points reward scheme, where 

pupils accumulate points for healthy eating and 

exchange them online for rewards such as iPods 

and cinema tickets. To complete phase two 

an effective solution was needed to promote 

healthy eating across 29 schools simultaneously 

and capture the attention of students.

A major installer of technology equipment 

in schools, brought in to assist the council, 

decided upon the ONELAN Net-Top-Box. 

The solution decided upon was to mount 2 

plasma screens and 1 NTB in each cafeteria. 

The NTBs have the ability to show:

Catching attention 
In turn this allowed the schools to show today’s 

menu choices, healthy eating guidelines and 

the latest information on the ‘Fuel Zone’.

The moving images caught the pupil’s attention 

and this means that the healthy eating messages 

are being delivered right at the point of serving. 

Brendan Murphy Glasgow’s Head of ICT and 

Marketing, has received positive feedback on 

the system “The schools love it and the kids 

do too – lots of messages of support have 

been received. The whole ambience of our 

dining halls has been changed. It all adds up 

to more of a ‘High Street’ atmosphere and 

encourages the pupils to use our service”.

ONELAN Limited
Andersen House, 
Newtown Road, 
Henley-on-Thames 
RG9 1HG, UK

Tel: +44 (0)1491 411 400
Fax +44 (0)1491 579 254
www.onelan.co.uk

For further details

Call +44 (0)1491 411 400
Email info@onelan.co.uk
Visit www.onelan.co.uk

City Council serves 
up a healthy eating 
message to Glasgow 
city’s children using 
ONELAN digital signage 
Glasgow City Council

Video 

Audio 

Animation 

Graphics 

The schools 
love it & the 
kids do too”

“
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